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Ty has ten big game world records: six 
with a bow, three with a rifle, and one with 
a muzzleloader. He started hunting big game 
with a rifle at age five and with a bow at age 
six. He has been writing for us since he was 
11.

“My name is Shyanne Roberts 
and I’m 10 years old. I am a 
competitive shooter and have 
become a leader in the shooting 
sports community by standing 
up for the Second Amendment. 
I never imagined everything that 
has happened would.”

Three-gun is my favorite 
because it combines all the 
shooting sports into one 
and it is an adrenaline rush.  
My other interests include 
hunting, playing guitar, 4H 
livestock, woodworking, 
leatherworking, football, and 
electronics.                                  

“I am 10 and have been shooting for a 
year – I love it.  My first match was the 2012 
Ruger Rimfire Challenge.   I like shooting 
steel. I enjoy reading and playing sports like 
shooting, snow skiing and track. My favorite 
school subject is writing and I would like to 
be astronomer because I just love the stars.” 

“I am in seventh grade, and 
live on a 10 acre farm. I have 
been shooting guns for about 3 
years and just started shooting 
competitively. I enjoy 3-Gun 
the most when shooting and like 
to shoot shotgun the most. My 
favorite subject is conditioning 
and my dream career is to be a 
scout-sniper in the military. “

“My name is Ricky Marston 
and I am 13 years old. I have been 
shooting since I was eight years old 
and I love the outdoors .I also shoot 
trap, skeet, and sporting clays the 
other things I do are trap, fish, hunt, 
camp, and most of all my favorite 
is 3-Gun. My favorite subject in 
school is history and my goal in 
life is to be able to compete in the 
3-Gun nation shoot offs.”

“I am 18 years old and have been 
shooting competitively for 9 years. I’ve 
participated in Metallic Silhouette, Trap, 
Skeet, IDPA, USPSA and 3-Gun. My 
favorite shooting sport is most definitely 
3-Gun, My favorite subject in school 
is history. My dream career is to be an 
officer in the military and become a 
Marine Aviator.”   

“I started shooting USPSA when I was 10 
and am an A class. I started Steel this spring 
and am ranked a B class and added 3-Gun this 
summer. I enjoy all three of them, each for a 
different reason. I have met some amazing 

people through the sport and made great friends doing it. My dad shoots 
with me and my mom comes to every match, so it’s a great way to spend 
family time.”

“I am 11 and started hunting with my dad 
when I was three. I enjoy hunting small and 
big game, fishing, camping, and shooting 
with my family and friends. I recently started 
shooting trap and have done some training 
with Junior Shooters when time allows. 
Softball is another sport I am passionate 
about, currently I play on a 12U club team 
that also takes a lot of my time.”

“I have been shooting since I was 11. 
My favorite shooting sports are steel 
challenge, 3-Gun competition, and sharp 
shooting. I enjoy hunting, motorcycle 
riding, and going on vacation. My 
favorite subject in school is history. In 
the end I hope to be a sports medic.”

“I shoot for Junior Shooters 
magazine. 3-Gun is what I like 
to shoot most, but I also like 
USPSA and Shoot for the Cure. 
My favorite subject is Student 
Athlete and Spanish. I also like 
to shoot, ride horses, and read. I 
would like to join the military, be 
in the medical field or a job that 
involves shooting.”   

WORDSEARCH
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Safety Notice During article development, firearm testing, 
training, and participating in shooting activities,	 Junior	Shooters 
insists that all juniors are supervised by an adult and follow NRA-
approved safety rules. In addition, the taking of photographs 
must always be accomplished in a safe manner. Any photographs 
taken in which the camera is in front of the firing line, or what 

would be the firing line, are made using a remote camera.

Warning Readers:  Be advised that there may be products 
represented in this magazine as to which the sale, possession, or 
interstate transportation thereof may be restricted, prohibited, or 
subject to special  licensing requirements.  Prospective purchasers 
should consult the local law enforcement authorities in their area.  

All of the information in this magazine is based on the personal 
experience of individuals who may be using specific tools, products, 

equipment, and components under particular conditions and 
circumstances, some or all of which may not be reported in the 

particular article and which this magazine has not otherwise verified.  
Nothing herein is intended to constitute a manual for the use of 

any product or the carrying out of any procedure or process.  This 
magazine and its officers, authors, consultants, and employees 

accept no responsibility for any liability, injuries, or damages arising 
out of any person’s attempt to rely upon any information contained 
herein. All shooting photos were taken under adult supervision and 
photos taken from in front of the firing line were done via remote 

camera.

Editor’s Word: HONOR
“Honor” is typically defined as personal integrity, 
strong moral character or strength, adherence to 
ethical principles, or great respect and admiration.  
Thomas Jefferson said, “One cannot acquire honor 
by doing what is wrong.”  That quote reminds us 
that honor is not given to us; it is something to 
be achieved.   It is through our choices that we 
acquire it, even the hard, difficult, or frightening 
choices.  

Through the years, I have met, read about, 
witnessed, and been inspired by the honor of others.  
It is the many juniors who have already acquired 
such honor that is nothing short of remarkable.  
Honor is woven through this community of 
juniors, and they are the thread that is sewing our 
future.  It is inherent to shooting sports, I believe, 
because its foundation is the honor of our country, 
the freedom it provides, and the respect and 
awareness it comes with.  I have listened to juniors 
speak to friends, families, media, even directly to 
the state committee, like Shyanne on page 16, and 
it is always with the kind of honor that Thomas 
Jefferson would be proud of.  

I read our government’s CDC safety statistics, and 
I was not surprised that shooting sports are safer 
than some of our favorites like football, soccer, 
basketball, swimming and baseball.  It is honor 
that shows up and engages in safety discussions 
before every match or event.  It is honor they 
illustrate as they teach, learn from, congratulate, 
or appreciate the person next to them.  It is that 
same honor these juniors carry with them into the 
other aspects of their lives and experiences.  

It may have been a while, some of us a very long 
while, but I encourage you and hope you encourage 
those around you to read the Bill of Rights again.  
Honoring the intention of our forefathers, what 
we believe in, and what we stand for is essential 
whether it’s a constitutional right, or a bully on the 
playground.   To the juniors in this community who 
constantly show us how much you can achieve, 
thank you, I am truly honored: Thank you.



For 50 years, the Ruger® 10/22® has been America’s favorite .22 rifle. With proven  

performance, a legendary action and a renowned, reliable rotary magazine, the 10/22® has 

inspired a loyal following for a half century. Now, for a limited time, you can celebrate 50 

years of the Ruger® 10/22® autoloading rifle. All 2014 production Ruger® 10/22® rifles will 

feature commemorative boxes, a limited time bolt marking and special receiver marking. 

DON’T WAIT! NOW IS THE TIME TO GET YOUR COMMEMORATIVE 10/22®!

Limited Time Bolt Marking “The Ruger 10/22 Rifle • 22LR – Fifty Years • 1964-2014”  
Special Receiver Marking

50 YEARS LATER
AND THE RUGER® 10/22® IS STILL

“THE ULTIMATE IN LOGICAL DESIGN.”

©2014 Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.      040714
RUGER.COM/10/22
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By: Ashley Rumble (12)

I recently got the chance to test out a Tactical Solutions (TacSol) 
equipped Ruger 10/22 match rifle. It’s by far my favorite rifle that I 
have gotten to test. It had a bright red laminate thumbhole stock, a 
bright red fluted barrel, and a silver muzzle brake. The action was a 
regular Ruger 10/22, not the X-Ring system that TacSol sells. That is 
something I would like to try out in the future, but as it was, I still had 
a great rifle to shoot.

My favorite part of the rifle was the stock. Being able to grip the 
stock at a better angle, and being able to use more of my hand on the 
stock like a pistol grip made the rifle easier to handle; plus, it was 
much better balanced. As an added bonus, it looked great with the red 
laminate and cutaway on the stock! The fit of the stock to the rifle was 
perfect, and taking it apart for cleaning was also a little easier thanks 
to the free-floating stock only having one screw to take out instead of 
two like on a regular 10/22 that has a clamp at the barrel and front of 
the stock.

The barrel is much bigger than what I have on my regular 10/22. 
It looks like it would be heavier, too, but didn’t feel that way when 
I started to shoot with it. I found that it helped with the balance of 
the rifle just like the stock did, making the rifle much nicer to shoot, 
especially during long matches where little things can become big 
problems as the day goes on. The barrel also had a muzzle brake on 
the end.  It is supposed to help stabilize the rifle’s kick when shooting. 

The stock Ruger 10/22® ready to be 
customized.  Always unload a firearm 
before cleaning, lubrication, disassembly, 
or assembly.

Tactical Solutions X-Ring™ barrel, 
Vantage RS® stock, extended magazine 
release, and compensator.

Loosen the barrel band screw and 
remove the barrel band. (This does not 
apply to all of the 10/22® models.) Then 
loosen and remove the take-down screw.

Position the safety so an equal amount 
of the button is exposed on each side. If the 
safety is not in the middle when the barrel-
receiver assembly is lifted out of the stock, 
the stock will be damaged.

Swing the barrel-receiver assembly 
upward away from the forearm of the 
stock. Be careful the receiver crosspins 
and bolt-stop pin do not fall out.

1

2

3

4

5

With Tactical Solutions
Your
Ruger10/22
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Remove the barrel from the receiver.

6

7

8

9

10

Remove two Allen-head screws. 

Remove the V-Block on the receiver.

I didn’t have a lot of experience with anything like it until I started to test the 
rifle, but I will say that this rifle was stable, and I’m sure the muzzle brake had 
something to do with that.  

With the action being a regular 10/22, there were no surprises with how it 
worked. That’s a good thing, because we thought there may be a few problems 
with the different stock and barrel, but that was not the case. The magazine 
came out just as it was supposed to (that happened a little faster thanks to the 
Tactical Solutions extended magazine release lever), and the action performed 
just like it does on my own 10/22.  

All in all, I thought the rifle was a better setup than my regular 10/22. I was 
able to move the rifle faster and hold it steadier than I normally would have. 
Everything also looked great, felt solid, and worked like it should. I was very 
happy with it and was very reluctant to give it up.

A bonus to testing the rifle was able to visit the Tactical Solutions’ factory 
prior to the big Ruger Rimfire match at Parma, Idaho, in September. They 
were very interested when I told them I was testing one of their rifles, so my 
dad and I went to their factory in Boise to see how they make the rifle that I’d 
been shooting for the past six months. After we were met at the door, we were 
led to the manufacturing floor to see how the parts were made. 

First, we went over to the huge milling machines that turn blocks of metal 
into the different parts. The first stop was the barrels. The man running 
the machine took the time to open it and let me look inside. It looked very 
complicated. He told me it only took seven minutes to make a barrel and only 
thirty seconds longer if they wanted a threaded barrel for a muzzle brake. It 
was very interesting to see how the machine can take a round piece of metal 
and end up with a great looking barrel.  

Next, we went over to some of the parts they had about half done. The 
tour guide told me that the bricks of metal I was looking at would be X-Ring 
actions when they were finished. The big CNC milling machine that was about 
as big as a van is where they cut the metal into the X-Ring actions. We got to 
see it change the cutting heads to mill other parts of the metal and watched as 
metal chips came off. They told me it ran twenty-four hours a day, seven days 
a week, and they were still on back order! After that, we walked over to their 
smaller CNC machines where they were making all the other rifle and pistol 

With Tactical Solutions

You should not have to force 
the barrel into the receiver with 
tools. The barrel should be able 
to be pressed into the receiver by 
hand. Light lubricating oil on the 
barrel shank will help ease the 
shank into the receiver. 

For optimum accuracy, the 
barrel should fit tightly into the 
receiver. To size the barrel shank 
to the receiver, use a piece of 
emery cloth and evenly sand the 
shank until it fits tightly into the 
receiver. 



THE NEW P320. We asked leading law enforcement professionals what 

they required in a pistol. They told us they needed safe, tool-free disassembly. 

A smooth, consistent trigger pull. A proper fi t for any hand size—not just a 

back strap. We listened. And carefully followed orders. The result is the P320. 

A superior pistol in every way.

WE 
DROPPED 
THE HAMMER
 ON THE COMPETITION.

Learn more at 
SIGSAUER.COM/P320

P320™
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PERFORMANCE
BREAKTHROUGH® eliminates 
more residue than most leading 
gun cleaners for optimal  rearm
performance, safety, and usability.

BREAKTHROUGH® provides a 
non-carcinogenic and low-irritation 
risk solution for maximized 
 rearms clean and safety.

BREAKTHROUGH® is virtually 
odorless and contains no hazardous 
waste materials.

Kind to your  rearms, your family, and 
your environment! 

WWW.BREAKTHROUGHCLEAN.COM
Breakthrough® is a registered trademark
of Inland Technology incorporated.

USER-FRIENDLY

ECO-FRIENDLY
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Ashley shooting the custom 
Tactical Solutions 10/22 at 
the Parma, Idaho Ruger 
Rimfire match.

parts, just not the big ones the 
other CNC machine made. 
It was very educating to see 
how all the machines worked 
to make the parts we use in 
our guns. The people running 
the machines were more than 
happy to talk with me and 
show me how everything 
worked, even though I know 
they were very busy.  

After seeing all the 
machines, we walked over 
to the shipping room, but 
everything had already been 
shipped out for the day, 
including their stocks, so we 
didn’t get to see any of the 
completed guns. That was the 
end of the tour at that point. 
Our tour guide wished me 
good luck during the match 
the next day, and we said 
goodbye.

During the match, I felt 
a little closer to the TacSol 
rifle I was using and felt I 
understood how to use it a 
little better because of what 
they showed me. My dad and 
I plan to build our own match 
10/22 rifle, and I know just 
where we will be looking for 
the parts.

Switch the magazine releases.

Check and make sure the safety is still 
centered, and then slide the rear of the 
barreled action into the stock first. Once 
the rear of the action is locked into place, 
push down on the front of the action until 
the barreled action is completely set into 
the stock.

Insert and firmly tighten the 
take-down screw.

To install the Tactical Solutions 
Extended Magazine Release, press in 
and hold on the Magazine Latch Plunger. 
Then push the magazine-release pin out 
from the side of the bolt hold-open latch, 
leaving the end of the pin in place to hold 
the bolt latch in place.

11

12

Once the barrel is fit into the 
receiver, reinstall the V-Block. 

14

15

18

16

17

Push the magazine-release pin back in 
place.

Use the Allen-head screws and 
tighten evenly.

13
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      How I Feel About It: 
      Good job, Walther! I love this gun. When you put it in your          

hand it feels just like the 9mm version. My dad swapped the 9mm 
PPQ and the PPQ BB gun, and had me close my eyes. When he put 
them in my hand, I knew that the BB PPQ was in my left hand. The 
gun weighs slightly less than the 9mm, but the front of the BB PPQ 
was heavier than the 9mm and that’s how I knew the difference. This 
Walther PPQ/pellet gun is a CO2 semi-auto air pistol and imported 
by Umarex.

Comes With:
It comes with about a four-pound trigger and 

a bottom accessory rail. Along with that, it has 
adjustable iron sights and slight finger notches on 
the slide just like the 9mm. I haven’t adjusted the 
iron sights yet because I haven’t needed to. The 
gun is accurate right out of the box. 

How It Feels:
The gun feels real good as if it’s duct-taped to my hand. I don’t want to let go. The gun feels 

more delicate than the 9mm. It has grooves in the grip that make it feel good in my hand and the size 
fits my size of hand very well. They feel different by weight. Even though it is less than a half-pound 
difference, you can still notice it slightly. Also, when I pick it up I notice that the mass weight of the gun 
for the BB gun was in the end of the barrel and the mass weight for the 9mm was in the middle. The 
9mm trigger pull also is a little heavier when you compare it to the BB gun. It is listed at 5.6 pounds.

How It Feels Different: 
They feel different by weight. Even though it is less 

than half a pound difference you can still notice it slightly. 
When I also pick it up I notice that the mass weight of the 
gun for the BB gun was in the end of the barrel and the 
mass weight for the 9mm was in the middle. The 9mm 
trigger pull also is a little heavier when you compare it to 
the BB gun. It is listed at 5.6 lbs. 

T
O

P10
Things

Ab
ou

t

   Lengths: 
   The barrel matched is 3.3 

inches and the overall length is 
around seven inches. The weight 
of the gun is about 1.35 lbs. I think 
that the gun’s length is a tiny bit 
short because even though it fits 
in my hand perfectly, I still like 
it when the gun is a little bigger. 
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By: Bryson Smith (14)

   How I Shot It: 
  I shot at a target 25 feet away and resting the gun on 

a stool. I got a pretty nice grouping near the center of the 
target. When I tried rapid firing it, it did pretty good as well. 
This was shooting BBs.

Magazines and Instructions:
The BB gun comes with two rotary 

magazines. I actually had never heard of a 
rotary magazine for a BB gun. It also comes 
with instructions on how to operate it and a 
rotary magazine for both pellets and BBs.      Recoil:

  The recoil of the gun is 
surprisingly low and I think that it 
is perfect. I tried rapid shooting it, 
too, and it did phenomenally well 
when I compare it to the recoil of 
the 9mm. 

    Reload:
    My brother dislikes how long it takes to reload the magazine and he thinks 

that for a BB gun it should not take nearly as long or need any skill to load it. My 
dad (not much of a fan of BB guns anyway) thought that it was an okay gun and 
looks just like the 9mm version. 

   Overall:
   I think that for the price, $81.45 MSRP, Umarex 

and Walther have made a very high-quality good gun. 
I would not only recommend it to anyone who wants to 
have fun, but also to anyone who wants to practice in 
their backyard for 3-Gun, USPSA or IDPA.

Things

PPQ  Pellet/BB Gun
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M4 Ops

Dedicated .22 L.R.

SHOOTING WITH USPSA  
IS FUN, COMPETITIVE  
& ALWAYS SAFE!

USPSA matches are unlike any  
other shooting sport combining  
speed, power and accuracy.  
We move, run through obstacles,  
shoot and reload until the fastest,  
most accurate competitor wins. 

Come on out and give it a try!  
To find a local USPSA club or become a member,  
visit www.USPSA.org.

MIKE SEEKLANDER

   – Professional Shooter &

                  Television Personality

1911 MATCH

Out-of-the-box competition gun equipped with 

adjustable rear and fi ber-optic front sights for 

pinpoint accuracy.

www.ShootingDNA.com

I LOVE THE THRILL OF COMPETITION. 

Every time out, I visualize how to win. It’s like my 1911 Match 

and I are hardwired to perform. Man and machine in perfect 

harmony. It’s a beautiful thing. And it’s part of who I am.  

Winning is in my DNA.

LOCK-N-LOAD® 

RIFLE BULLET FEEDER 
Turn your progressive reloading press into a bench mounted ammo 
factory! The new Lock-N-Load® Rifl e Bullet Feeder is the latest 
accessory designed for the Lock-N-Load® AP™ reloading press. 
Sold as a complete unit for 22 caliber bullets, a conversion kit for 
30 caliber bullets is also available. Plus, it’s compatible with other 
presses and uses the industry standard 7⁄8”–14 die threads.

The Bullet Feeder Die is case activated; the bullet will only feed 
upon contact with the case. One station is used to feed, seat and 
crimp the bullet.

800.338.3220 | HORNADY.COM
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 By: 
Shyanne 
Roberts 
(10)

My name is Shyanne Roberts and 
I’m 10 years old. I am a competitive 
shooter and have become a leader in the 
shooting sports community by standing 
up for the Second Amendment. I never 
imagined everything that has happened 
would.

This is my story. 
My dad, Dan Roberts, has been a 

Firearms Instructor and Range Safety 
Officer since before I was born. He 
decided that if there were going to be 
kids in a house where there were guns, 
the best thing to do would be to teach 
me at a young age that they were not 
toys, and that they had to be respected 
and handled safely, just like any other 
potentially dangerous tool. The same 
way his pop taught him. When I was 
about four, he started explaining and 
teaching the Four Rules of Firearms 
Safety to me on a regular basis until 
I knew them by heart. I would also 
sometimes sit on my dad’s lap and he 
would let me pull the trigger on his 
Ruger 10/22 just so I could experience 
and get used to the sound a gun makes 

when it fires so I 
wouldn’t be afraid 
of it.

When I was five, 
I had grown big 
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enough that I could shoot that Ruger 
by myself on a bipod or sandbag and 
under very close supervision. It was a 
lot of fun and I was really good at it. 
So my dad bought me a Cricket single-
shot, bolt-action, .22 rifle for my sixth 
birthday. My very first gun of my own! 
And, it was my size to boot.

We started going to a local gun shop 
that had an indoor range to shoot my 
Cricket regularly. It didn’t take very 
long for my dad to see that it seemed 
like I had a natural talent for shooting 
well.

The next summer I turned seven 
(2011) and I watched the History 
Channel show “Top Shot” every time 
it was on and loved it. My dad had also 
showed me a video on YouTube of Tori 
Nonaka (Top Gun Tori/Team GLOCK) 
shooting a USPSA (United States 
Practical Shooting Association) match 
when she was 15. I watched the video 
and knew right away that I wanted to 
do the same thing, so I told my dad and 
we went to a different local club that 
had an outdoor range. They held club-
level matches in Shooting Steel Plate, 
IDPA (International Defensive Pistol 
Association), Action Rifle and 3-Gun 
matches.

That was also the summer that I tried 
shooting a handgun for the very first 
time, my dad’s Walther P22. I liked 
it, but it’s a lot harder to shoot well 
with a handgun than it is with a rifle. 
Since a handgun is so much harder to 
master, that’s what I focused on for the 
rest of the year 2011, just shooting for 
recreation and as a hobby; going to 
matches sometimes and just trying it 
out and getting a feel for how matches 
work; how it’s different shooting with a 
timer, or around barricades, reloading, 

My name is Shyanne Roberts

moving, shooting while moving, things 
like that.

Since I live in the Northeast (New 
Jersey), our shooting season is pretty 
much only spring and summer. Some 
clubs still hold matches outdoors in 
the winter, but it is so cold it really 
isn’t any fun at all. So when the new 
Shooting Season started for 2012, I 
had been shooting a handgun indoors 
for several months and was ready to 
really try to compete with the adults in 
IDPA, Steel Plate and Steel Silhouette. 
We started traveling to other clubs in 
South Jersey for matches instead 

of only shooting at 
my “home” 

I watched the 
History Channel 

show “Top 
Shot” every time 

it was on and 
loved it.

I had a 
natural 

talent for 
shooting 

well.
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me to a rally on the steps 
of the statehouse in Trenton, NJ to join 
over 1,200 other people in New Jersey 
who were really upset about some of 
the new laws that the legislature was 
talking about after the Sandy Hook 
shooting. It was so cold and wet and 
rainy standing outside all day, but I’m 
glad I toughed it out and did it. That 
was really my first taste of getting 
involved on some level in the politics 
of the Second Amendment and fighting 
for my rights and the rights of others. 
My dad has always taught me about 
the history of the United States and 
the Revolutionary War and why the 
Founding Fathers fought against the 
British, and how so many people 
sacrificed everything including their 
lives to give us the freedoms we have 
today. If they could do all that, standing 
in the cold and sleet for a day was no 
big deal. 

I didn’t really get to shoot as much as 
I wanted to in the early part of spring 
and summer 2013. I sort of had a “half 
season” that year. But midway through 
the summer, my home club held an 
Action Rifle Match where you start out 
100 yards away shooting with a rifle, 
then move to 75 yards, then 50 yards, 
then down to 10 yards, and finish the 
stage with a handgun, sort of like IDPA. 
It’s timed and there is a lot of running as 
fast as you can to the different shooting 
stations. It was the first time I had ever 
tried it and since I had been working 
for so long on mastering a handgun, I 
hadn’t really shot my rifle for almost 
18 months, and I had never shot it at 
any distance more than 30 yards. But 
I only missed one shot from the 100-
yard station, standing, unsupported 
the entire match! I have always been 
a pretty good shot with a rifle, but that 
still surprised my dad and me.

My home club hosted the 2013 Ruger 
Rimfire Challenge Match in October 
of 2013 and I told my dad I wanted 
to enter it, but because it is timed for 
speed, I couldn’t use my bolt-action 
rifle; I had to use my dad’s heavy Ruger 
10/22, the rifle I had first learned on. I 

shot the match 
with the 10/22 

and a Browning Buck 
Mark. At the end of the day, they had 
the awards ceremony and my dad and 
I were both shocked when they said I 
had won Second Place in the Women’s 
Division Statewide!! I knew I had hit 
my targets and had some pretty good 
runs, but neither of us thought I had 
been fast enough to almost win!

My hometown newspaper published 
a picture of me with my medal 
and some prizes I won and a short 
paragraph explaining what I had done. 
I was really liking this competitive 
shooting stuff and wanted to do it even 
more and keep working towards being 
as good as Tori Nonaka.

A new gun shop had opened around 
the same time nearby, owned by a 
retired local police chief. Shooting 
can be a very expensive hobby and 
my dad wanted to check out the new 
store anyway, so I went with him one 
day and we took the newspaper article 
about me with us. We met the owner, 
Glen Sheetz, and asked him if he 

club, South Jersey Shooting Club in 
Winslow Twp. At The Range Master at 
South Jersey, there was a man named 
Art Barton; he was a former Marine 
and Vietnam Veteran. He could seem 
really mean and gruff when he wanted 
to, but he was one of my biggest fans! 
He went to bat for me to be able to 
shoot in competition, telling people I 
was safer, more disciplined and a better 
shot than many military and police 
officers he had seen over the years.

He was really funny, too. Every time 
I would do well he would always yell, 
“OUTSTANDING!!” I was really 
sad when I found out he passed away 
from cancer last winter and I miss 
him a lot. He was sort of like a Range 
“Grandpop” to me, but I like to think 
he is cheering me on in heaven.

I didn’t get to shoot as much as I 
wanted to in 2012, but I started going 
to more and more matches and working 
really, really hard to get better with the 
Walther handgun.

In the winter of 2013, my dad took 

I was safer, more 
disciplined and a 

better shot than many 
military and police 
officers he had seen 

over the years.

I only missed 
one shot from 

the 100-
yard station, 

standing, 
unsupported the 

entire match!
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might be interested in sponsoring me in some way. He said 
“yes” right away. I now had my very first sponsor, Freedom 
Ammo in Mantua, NJ! 

Then over the winter, a friend of my dad’s named Anthony 
Colandro invited my dad to come up to his shop in North 
Jersey and be on his radio show “Gun for Hire.” Anthony 
is an NRA Master Trainer and owns Gun For Hire Training 
Center and the Gun For Hire Range in Woodland Park, NJ. 
He has his own really big radio show where he talks about 
all sorts of gun-related stuff, especially gun rights and gun 
politics in New Jersey. My dad writes a regular column for 
a website seen nationwide called www.Ammoland.com and 
he had written an article about a poor man who was shot 
and killed by some bad guys just before Christmas. Anthony 
wanted to talk to my dad about his column on the air. I 
wanted to see the range, so I went along for the ride. I 
had no idea what was about to happen. I got to sit in the 
studio while my dad, Anthony, and his co-host, Sandy 
Berardi, talked about some of this stuff. Then they 
started talking to me and I was on the radio!! Anthony 
was really, really nice, and funny, too. He asked me all 
kinds of questions about my shooting and how things 
were going and my finish in the Ruger Rimfire 
Challenge. He asked me what I wanted to do this 
year and when I told him I wanted to try 3-Gun, 
but I needed to get an AR-15, he announced right 
there in the studio, while a million people were 
listening, that he wanted to sponsor me and he 
would have an AR-15 custom built for me with 
whatever I wanted on it. I was shocked!

My dad had also been able to arrange for a really big company 
named Radians to sponsor me with hearing protection and 
shooting glasses and other stuff like that. They even sent two 
huge boxes of their products to me to give away to people. 
My dad had started a Facebook fanpage for me by that time 
and posted a few videos of me shooting the Rimfire Challenge 
to a YouTube channel and to my fanpage, but it wasn’t really 
popular yet; little did I know in just a couple months it would 
be.

It took about a month to get all the parts together for my AR-
15 and then my dad got a call that everything was at Gun For 
Hire and we needed to come back up to build it. I didn’t know 
until we got there that I was actually going to build it myself, 

with lots of help from Anthony’s master AR builder, Jimmy. 
I was really excited to see everything, but 

I was really nervous, too. I had never 
built an entire gun ever. But Jimmy 

helped me a lot and made me 
feel really comfortable the 

it wasn’t 
fair or 
right...

I wanted to go 
tell the people at 
the Capitol that 
what they were 
trying to do was 

wrong.

My dad 
reassured 
me that I 

could do it!

I was very 
proud to say I 
built my own 

rifle!
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whole time, even when I messed up. It took a long time to 
do it, but when it was done I was very proud to say I built my 
own rifle.

Right around the same time that we were waiting for the 
AR parts to arrive, there was a lot of talk about the New 
Jersey Legislature wanting to enact a bill that would make 
the maximum number of bullets a magazine could hold to 10, 
even lower than the current amount of 15, which is lower than 
most of the rest of the country. My dad said it was because of 
Sandy Hook and people saying that if the law was passed that it 
would prevent something like that from happening again. But I 
couldn’t understand why I might get punished for something I 
didn’t have anything to do with. I didn’t get punished at home 
when my little brother was bad. But my entire class lost recess 
for two weeks because a couple kids in class wouldn’t follow 
the rules. And that made me really upset and angry. I never got 
in trouble in school; I made honor roll almost every marking 
period, and I was being punished for something someone else 
did and it wasn’t fair or right, and now the State wanted to do 
the same thing!

I asked my dad what we could do about it. He said we could 
go to the statehouse one day when something called the Law 
and Public Safety Committee was going to hold a hearing 
about the possible new law and I could tell them how I felt if 
I wanted to.

I was really, really nervous and unsure about doing that. I 
don’t even like talking in front of my class, let alone a whole 
big room full of people. But my dad reassured me that I 
could do it, that he would help me figure out what I wanted 
to say, and that I would be able to read from it if I needed 

to. So, I said I wanted to do it. I wanted 
to go tell the people at the Capitol that 

what they were trying to do was 
wrong and was going to punish 

lots of people that didn’t do 

anything bad, including me, when I was just 
starting to get pretty good in competitions. 
See, since almost all of the rest of the country 
doesn’t have silly laws like New Jersey does, 
if I was to travel to another state for a match, 

it would already be harder for me to have a chance to win 
because I have to use 15-round magazines while everyone else 
can use 30-round ones. That means I have to reload at least 
twice as often each stage and reloads take time. It’s only a 
couple seconds, but the matches I compete in are very fast. 
The difference between winning and losing can be measured 
in fractions of a second. And now New Jersey wanted to make 
it even harder!

I was really anxious about testifying, but they called my 
name and my dad and I went to a really long table at the front 
of the room and sat in their really big chairs. They were so 
big my feet almost didn’t reach the floor and the microphone 
barely reached me.

I introduced myself and read my remarks. The Chairman of 

the Committee had told everyone in the beginning that people 
would be limited to only two minutes of time to speak, but he 
let me keep reading what I had to say until I was finished. It 
was so quiet in the room you could hear a pin drop. But when I 
was done, the whole crowd gave me a standing ovation. I had 
never heard so many people cheering so loudly for something 
I did. And it made me feel really good that I decided to speak 
out and fight for my rights and what I believe in. I even told 
my dad after it was over that I realized I shouldn’t have been 
as nervous as I was before I started. 

I didn’t know that someone in the room had videotaped the 
entire time I was speaking. We found out the next day when 
someone e-mailed my dad the video and it went online.

Within only a few days it had been seen by tens of thousands 
of people all around the country and even the world; almost 
70,000 people saw the video of me testifying in less than three 
days. Reporters from all over were calling my dad and asking 
about me and wanting to talk to me. I was even on TV. The 
station sent a car to drive me and my dad to the studio and 
everything.

In April we found out that the NRA wanted me to come to 
their yearly convention which was being held in Indianapolis. 
They even covered the cost of the trip for me, my dad and my 
little brother to go because they were so impressed that I had 
stood up and fought against the proposed law. While we were 
there, I got to meet a girl named Sarah Merkle. She lives in 
Maryland and is a competition shooter like me, but she’s a little 
older and she had testified before the Maryland Legislature 
when they were trying to pass more gun laws. We both went 
to the NRA Members Meeting and one of the executives from 
the NRA named Chris Cox mentioned Sarah and me in his 
speech to the audience. They put our pictures up one at a time 
on a giant movie screen and talked about what we had done as 
individuals to fight for the Second Amendment. Then he asked 

us to stand up and wave to the crowd. The whole 
room, a giant auditorium, erupted in cheers. 

Everyone was standing 
and clapping and whistling so 

loud I could hardly hear!
Later on that day, we walked around the convention and 

I got to meet almost all of the top female shooters in the 
country like Katelyn Francis, Jenna Reeves, Jessie Duff, Lena 
Miculeck, Tori Nonaka and others. Some of them even knew 
who I was! I was also asked to give a short speech to a crowd 
in this big, open, grassy plaza outside the convention by the 
group Million Moms Against Gun Control. This “speaking to 
crowds thing” was getting easier even though it still wasn’t my 
favorite thing to do.

I have learned so many important skills and other things 
from my shooting as well as from standing up to defend the 
Second Amendment and fighting for my rights and the rights of 
everyone else. Skills like discipline, hard work, perseverance, 
courage, critical thinking, problem solving, dedication and 
more. Skills that really help me keep getting on the honor roll 
in school.

I have made so many new friends and have had so much fun 
since I started competitive shooting. I like the challenge and 
the excitement of it. I also really like beating the boys! And I 

I had stood 
up and fought 

against the 
proposed 

law...
Everyone 

was 
standing and 

clapping...
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love talking to other kids that come up to me at matches and want to meet me and talk about the shooting sports.
My dad has always told me to be a leader and not a follower. I understood what he was trying to teach me, but I never 

really thought of myself as a leader or set out to be one, it just kind of happened. And now so many kids, and kids’ parents 
from all over the country have sent messages to my Facebook fanpage telling me that I am a leader and an inspiration and 
someone they look up to. And that makes me happy. There is so much more I want to do in the future. I want to do a lot 

more to help get other kids involved in the shooting sports, to prove to people that kids and guns don’t 
automatically lead to bad things happening like so many people say. I want to teach kids that they 

should stand up and fight for their rights and the things they want to do, and that they can if they 
are willing to work for it and never give up.

I’d like to win a national shooting title and work with companies to come up with a line 
of youth-oriented shooting gear and products. One of the biggest problems I had when 

I started shooting was that no one made gear for kids. We had to buy the smallest 
adult-sized stuff we could find and then modify it to make it work, and I want 

to change that.
I have a really, really busy schedule this season from everything 

that has happened. I just shot the Northeast Speed Steel Challenge 
here in New Jersey on June 1st. It didn’t go really well in the 

pistol stages. I had a lot of equipment 
problems. But, I did really good on the 
rifle stages and lots of people pointed 
out that even though the equipment 
problems were really frustrating for 
me that I kept my cool; I didn’t let it 
ruin the day or just give up and quit and 
sulk, I just pushed through the problem 
and kept giving it my best effort and 
overcame it.

I am going to train with nine-time 
World Champion Todd Jarrett in July 
in Pennsylvania, then go watch the Colt 
3-Gun Invitational at the end of July in 
Topton, PA. August will be local and 
regional club matches and hopefully 
trying to get down to Virginia for a 
day to shoot one-on-one with Tori 
Nonaka. I’m going to shoot the Second 
Round of the Pennsylvania Speed Steel 
Challenge in August also.

 Then, in October is the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) 
Rimfire Challenge (they took over 
from Ruger this year) and I want to win 
High Lady and High Junior this time. 
And then I will wrap up the season 
after being invited to shoot for Team 
Beretta at the Brownell’s Lady 3-Gun 
Pro-Am in Covington, GA the week of 
Halloween. Then, it’s the off-season 
and back to training indoors until next 
year. 

The proposed Ten-Round Magazine 
Capacity Bill has been passed by both 
houses of the New Jersey Legislature 
and everyone is waiting to see if the 
governor will sign it. I hope he doesn’t, 
because if he does I will have to give 
up this sport I love so much or my 
dad would risk going to jail for having 
banned magazines. I won’t be giving 
up my sport and I won’t let my dad 
go to jail, so we would have to look 
at moving to another state that doesn’t 

have such silly laws that punish people 
that didn’t do anything wrong.

THANK YOU!
Even though I am the one that is 

actually up at the line shooting a 
match, there are many people behind 
me and supporting me that I want to 
thank from the bottom of my heart. 
I wouldn’t have all these incredible 
opportunities without them. First, my 
Dad Dan.  He does so much I hardly 
know where to start. He is my head 
coach and Instructor, my “chauffeur” 
lol, my manager, my equipment fixer 
and caddy, and he also raises me and 
my little brother all by himself. And 
what little time he has to himself he 
spends as a fire fighter in our town, 
helping people. He is a real life hero 
and someone I look up to so much.  
Then to my two older Sisters Harley 
and Sarah and my little brother Connor, 
all the rest of my family and friends, 
especially Jon Sammons for working 
on my competition guns at the drop of 
a hat.

Eric Saperstein for helping to admin 
my Fanpage and run my website. 
Retired Chief of Police and Freedom 
Ammo Owner Glenn Scheetz and 
his wife for becoming my very first 
sponsor. Anthony Colandro of Gun 
For Hire for being my first really big 
sponsor and for always having me on 
his radio show and giving me my first 
AR-15.  Ryan Preece and Blade Tech 
for all my incredible holsters, mag 
holders and gun belts. Joe Plunkett 
at Geissele Automatics for their 
incredible triggers, Susan Belanger at 
Trijicon for believing in me enough 
to offer me a sponsorship as the only 
female Jr Shooter for Team Trijicon in 
the entire Country.  Mary Padron, Jim 
Hink and the rest of the team at Radians 

Thank you 
from the 

bottom of my 
heart!

for going so far above and beyond as a 
sponsor. Nick at Maximum Ordinate 
Precision for developing my very 
first line of “Signature Series “ parts 
and accessories.  Lisa Marie Judy for 
inviting me to shoot for Team Beretta 
at the Women’s Three Gun Pro Am 
outside Atlanta Georgia this Fall and 
Randy at Fluid Grafix for the awesome 
color finishes on all my guns. And last 
but certainly not least, to all my fans, 
thank you so much for coming along 
on this crazy ride with me.

.



21Volume 18 SUMMER 2014

...and thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today. This is the first time I have addressed a committee 
like this, so please forgive me if I seem a bit nervous, but I was raised to fight for the things I believe in and 
to speak out to my elected officials when I have something to say, so here I am.

My name is Shyanne Roberts. I asked my dad to bring me here today to speak to you in strong opposition 
to A2006, the proposal to limit firearms magazines to no more than 10 rounds capacity.

I am not a “gang-banger” or “domestic terrorist” as a certain vocal supporter of this bill claimed two weeks 
ago in the Star Ledger. And this bill, if it becomes law, will severely impact me and a million other gun 
owners, contrary to the claims of Senate President Steve Sweeney.

I am a fourth grade honor roll student and competitive shooter in multiple styles with numerous local, state 
and national sponsors supporting me, my sport, and career. I took Second Place in the Women’s Division of 
the Statewide New Jersey Ruger Rimfire Challenge Shooting Competition last October. I have worked and 
trained very hard to get to the level I am at, and if A2006 becomes law I will be forced to choose between 
giving up on a very bright and promising future in a sport that I love or asking my dad if we can move to 
another state. I will not be giving up my sport.

I am moving up to an even higher level of competition this season with new firearms that will be made 
illegal if A2006 becomes law; one is a custom-built, $3,000 AR-15 that will be made worthless as a result, 
as will my new competition handgun, a GLOCK 19 9mm. Both firearms come standard with currently legal 
15-round magazines which are already much lower capacity than most of the rest of the country.

I don’t understand why the State wants to punish people like me, other kids, my dad and a million other 
citizens who have done nothing wrong, because of people who have.

I have experienced the same thing in my classroom. We have a few rowdy kids in class that disrupt things 
and don’t follow the teacher’s directions. Because of them, we lost recess time every day for two weeks, even 
though the rest of us did nothing wrong. That is simply not fair or just.

My dad is a full-time dad to both me and my brother and I don’t get in trouble or get punished at home 
because of something my little brother did. We have been learning about the Bill of Rights, the Constitution 
and government in my class. One of the things I learned is that when someone is elected to office, they swear 
an oath or make a promise that they will do everything they can to defend the rights of the people, not take 
them away. All of you on the committee and everyone in the legislature made that promise, but passing 
A2006 into law is not keeping it.

I am confused because I have seen and heard supporters of this proposal use words like need, but my 
teacher called what we have a Bill of Rights, not needs. Everyone is upset about bad people doing bad things 
to others, but punishing the people who didn’t do anything wrong is not the way to stop the bad people. Guns 
don’t do anything by themselves. If it wasn’t against the law, I could have brought one of my competition 
guns with me today to show you that it won’t do anything unless someone touches it.

My little brother is four and he will be in school soon. I would be very sad if someone ever hurt him, but 
I would be angry at the person that did it and not the thing they used, whether it was a gun, a knife, a car or 
something else like falling into a pool.

I am at the beginning of a very, very bright future as a competition shooter, maybe even a chance at the 
U.S. Olympic Team. I am an example to others that kids and guns don’t always equal bad things happening. 
The same skills that I have learned and mastered to be so successful in my sport, things like hard work, 
concentration, problem solving, critical thinking and discipline, are the same skills that help me be a regular 
honor roll student.

Even though I am young, I have gotten many comments from other kids and their parents from around the 
country on my fanpage that I am an inspiration to them and someone they look up to and hope to follow. I ask you to 
please keep the promise you made when you were elected by protecting people’s rights and voting “no” on  A2006. 

Thank You.

Good Afternoon Committee Members...

Shyanne’s Speech to the New Jersey 
Law and Public Safety Committee

       


